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Greetings letter to KPUM

Dear President Prof. Takaneka, Prof. Itoh, and
Prof. Mizuno,

To start with I would like to congratulate KPUM with the
start of the preparation for the forthcoming celebration
of the 150th anniversary of KPUM. I am pleased to join
and being invited to speak and reflect on the relationships
between MU and KPUM, but in addition also about the
medical and scientific history brought up between the
Netherlands and Japan for the last 150 years. These two
subjects are not quite linked to each to each other, so I
prefer to speak first concerning the historical perspective,
followed by a personal journey in the last 30 years.

Japan started to trade only with the Netherlands or in
the period called the Low Lands in the 17th and 18th
centuries at Nagasaki, which was at that time the most
medically developed city in Japan. Therefore, at that
time, KPUM invited a Dutch physician, Dr. Mansvelt in
Nagasaki, a graduate from the University of Utrecht in the
Netherlands.

During the sakoku-jidai, the so-called seclusion
period, Holland and China were the only countries
permitted to trade and have limited contacts with Japan. It
was a status which actually lasted over two centuries, from
1641 to 1853, and as the only western country with such
privileges, Holland held a very special position. It was the
door through which knowledge on science and medicine,
and products and armaments from the Netherlands and
Europe were imported into Japan through the Dutch
settlement on Deshima, the man-made fan-shaped island
in the Bay of Nagasaki. The most famous teacher is Philip
Franz von Siebold, of German origin, who taught many
scholars about western science, medicine and other matters
of cultural value. His most important contribution was
“The Mission of Hippocrates in Japan”.

'The Dutch language gradually took over and the role
of translator and interpreter became critically important.
Positions were hereditary, with Japanese interpreters
for the Dutch becoming known as Oranda Tsuji. The
most famous “Dutch” intellectual export was generally
considered to be Philip Franz von Siebold. The German
Von Siebold was sent to Japan in 1823 with the mission to
acquire as much information about Japan, the people and
their culture as possible. Through his thorough knowledge
of botany, medical sciences and pharmacy, he became
the most revered VOC employee of his time in service
of the Japanese and Dutch alike. He was given land near
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Nagasaki, where he founded the school Narutaki Juku.
Here he treated patients, taught medical science and
biology, and kept a botanical garden.

The Second part is more a personal journey, which I would
like to memorize that it all started as educational activities
between the Netherlands, i.e., the Medical Faculty of the
Free University of Amsterdam and the Faculty of Health,
Medicine and Life Sciences at Maastricht University in
Maastricht. This journey has started in 1992, where I
visited and lectured at KPUM based on the grant which
was rewarded by Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
Fellowship Opportunities (JSPS). During this period the
collaboration was seeded with Prof. Kawata and further
grown and exploited in 2011 by the start of the EDU-
NEURO EU-JP Double Degree Master Program between
our two Universities. This is a two year Double European-
Japan master’s degree in the field of Biomedicine and
Neuroscience organized at that time by four European and
three Japanese universities. The goals of EDU-NEURO
EU-JP are to achieve educational excellence by creating
synergies combining the strengths of the partners existing
master’s degree programs across the field of neuroscience
and to award two separate Degrees from a European and
a Japanese university. In the last 10 years we have had
almost 40 Dutch students working and graduating at
KPUM and after returning were our and your ambassador
abroad. They all have started PhD positions worldwide
and we now can see that this program is fully sustainable.
I would like to thank and salute already to my colleagues
at KPUM who contributed in this DDP Master program:
Prof.dr. M. Kawata, Dr. K. Ono and Prof.dr. T. Mizuno.

In addition, the program can be further expanded to
all clinical and pre-clinical studies also in the PhD and
postdoc fields. At this point special attention should be
made towards the further expansion towards a Double
Degree PhD program between Maastricht University and
KPUM and resulted in a first successful doctoral degree
defense by Dr. T. Koizumi and as promotors Prof.dr. T.
Mizuno and myself.

At the crossroad is translational medical sciences bridging
pre-clinical studies with clinical implementations. I am
looking forward to a major festivity in November 2022 at
KPUM and support them with all preparations.

Kind regards,

Prof.dr. Harry W.M. Steinbusch

Prof. in Cellular and Translational Neuroscience
Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences
Maastricht University, Maastricht, the Netherlands
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